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Journey from inked newspaper pages to the instant
digital world of TikTok. Witness media’s dramatic
transformation, driven by technological innovation
and societal changes, that has profoundly impacted
education worldwide.
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The Beginning
of Media

Ancient Communication
Sets the Foundation

Media’s origins trace back to cave paintings, clay
tablets, hieroglyphics, and papyrus, which mark
humankind's earliest attempts at recording and
disseminating information.
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Gutenberg's printing press is widely
considered one of the most important
inventions of the second millennium.
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Newspapers
Enter the Fold

Built on the legacy of printed nhewsbooks enabled
by the printing press, newspapers emerged in
Europe as a vital source of news, views, features,
and advertising.

The earliest surviving photograph,

"View from the Window at Le Gras,”

taken in 1826, required an exposure
time of eight hours!

The Telephone
Rings Across
the World

Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone dramatically
changed personal and business communication by
allowing people to converse instantly over long

distances. Today, billions worldwide use telephones.
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Did you know? The earliest known
form of writing is Sumerian cuneiform,
which dates back to around 3500 BCE!
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Printing
Advancements
Widen Reach

Three centuries after the advent of separate, movable
characters in China, Johannes Gutenberg'’s printing
press revolutionized information distribution as books
and literature became accessible to the masses.

The world's oldest continuously
published weekly newspaper, the
Post-och Inrikes Tidningar, started in
Sweden in 1645. It adopted an
internet-only format in 2007.
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Captures
Communities

Humans have been creating paintings for millennia,
and photography took visual communication and
expression to a whole new level, surmounting barriers
of language through universal visual symbols.

The first words ever spoken over the
telephone were, "Mr. Watson, come
here,” by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876.

| Radio Broadcasts
Across Airwaves

Radio brought voices, stories, entertainment, and news
into homes in a way never before thought possible and
remains the world’s most widely available electronic
mass medium.

The first commercial radio station was
KDKA in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U.S.,
which went on the air on the evening of
Nov. 2, 1920, with a broadcast of the
returns of the Harding-Cox presidential
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The Magic of
Cinema

Cinema'’s invention transformed storytelling
through the visual narration of stories in motion.
The first public movie screening by the Lumiére
brothers in 1895 marked the beginning of
cinema as we know it today.

The Lumiére brothers held the first
commercial film screening for a paying
audience at Salon Indien du Grand
Café in Paris on December 28, 1895.
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elevision
Shows Up

In the 20th century, television emerged as a vibrant
broadcast medium, bringing moving images and
sounds to audiences and significantly influencing
global culture, news, and politics.

The 1969 Apollo 11 moon landing was

one of the most-watched television

events in history, with an estimated
650 million viewers worldwide.

The Cable
Connection

Cable television, or "Community Antenna
Television" (CATV), began in the U.S. as a service for
remote areas without strong broadcast signals. It
quickly grew into a vast, diverse channel network,
and television becomes a household staple.

Cable TV laid the foundation for a
multi-channel TV experience, ultimately
setting the stage for the media streaming
revolution that allows us to access a wide
array of content on demand today.
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The Digital Age
Dawns

The internet originated from the 1960s ARPANET and
transformed in the early '90s with Tim Berners-Lee’s
World Wide Web, which revolutionized global
information and media access.

The famous "@" symbol, now
central to our digital lives, was used
for the first time in an email address

in1971.

Social Media
Spans the Globe

Social media platforms like Facebook, YouTube,
Twitter, and Instagram redefined media by allowing
users to share information, ideas, and personal
messages globally.

TikTok, known in China as Douyin, expanded
short-form video popularity and, for the third
year in a row, was the most downloaded app
in the world in 2022, with 672 million
downloads.
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Present Day

Artificial Intelligence
(Al) Dominates the
Conversation

Al first emerged in the mid-20th century and has gained
prominence with advancements in algorithms and large
language models, drastically influencing content creation
and consumption.

Al models like ChatGPT can generate
human-like text, which offers new
dimensions to media and
communication while raising concerns
about authenticity and reliability.

To Be Continued...

As we stand on the threshold of a new era in media
evolution, we can only imagine what innovations and
breakthroughs await us in the coming years. The one
constant in this ever-changing landscape? The human
desire to communicate, share, and connect.
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Stay updated on the future of media evolution at britannicaeducation.com/media-literacy




